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cc: 96·45

In its Tenth Report and Order in CC Docket No. 96-45, (released November 2,
1999), the Commission settled several outstanding questions regarding the proper
determination of a carrier's rural status for purposes of receiving universal service funds.
Among the issues the Commission resolved were how to define a 'local exchange company'
and how to define a 'community' as those terms are used in the Telecommunications Act of
1996.

47 U.s.c. 153(37) outlines the circumstances under which a local exchange carrier is
deemed to be a 'rural telephone company'. The Commission has directed that a carrier
seeking to be classified as a rural telephone company file a letter certifying itself to be rural.
A carrier seeking certification pursuant to 47 USc. 153(37)(D) (i.e., carriers having less than
15 percent of their access lines in communities of more than 50,000), must include in its
certification letter the following information: a list of all communities of more than 50,000 to

which the carrier provides service; the population of those communities; the nwnber of
access lines serving those communities; and the total nwnber of access lines the carrier
serves.

In accordance with the language of the statute, and pursuant to the Commission's
findings regarding the definition of 'local exchange carrier' and 'community', United
Telephone of Texas, Inc. ("Sprint") herein certifies that it is a rural telephone company in
the state of Texas for purposes of 47 U.s.c. 153(37) (D).

According to 1990 Census data, Sprint serves no communities in Texas with
populations greater than 50,000. It is on the basis of this information that Sprint certifies
that it is, pursuant to 47 U.s.c. 153(37)(D), a rural telephone company in the state of Texas.

Sincerely,
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cc: 96-45

RE: Self-Certification as a Rural Telephone Company

Dear Ms. Todd:

In its Tenth Report and Order in CC Docket No. 96-45, (released November 2,
1999), the Commission settled several outstanding questions regarding the proper
determination of a carrier's rural status for purposes of receiving universal service funds.
Among the issues the Commission resolved were how to define a 'local exchange company'
and how to define a 'community' as those tenns are used in the Telecommunications Act of
1996.

47 U.s.c. 153(37) outlines the circumstances under which a local exchange carrier is
deemed to be a 'rural telephone company'. The Commission has directed that a carrier
seeking to be classified as a rural telephone company file a letter certifying itself to be rural.
A carrier seeking certification pursuant to 47 U.s.c. 153(37)(D) (i.e., carriers having less than
15 percent of their access lines in communities of more than 50,000), must include in its
certification letter the following infonnation: a list of all communities of more than 50,000 to
which the carrier provides service; the population of those communities; the number of
access lines serving those communities; and the total number of access lines the carrier
serves.

In accordance with the language of the statute, and pursuant to the Commission's
findings regarding the definition of 'local exchange carrier' and 'community', The United
Telephone Company of Pennsylvania. ("Sprint") herein certifies that it is a rural telephone
company in the state of Pennsylvania for purposes of 47 U.S.c. 153(37)(D).

According to 1990 Census data, Sprint serves no communities in Pennsylvania with
populations greater than 50,000. It is on the basis of this infonnation that Sprint certifies
that it is, pursuant to 47 U.s.c. 153(37)(D), a rural telephone company in the state of
Pennsylvania.

Sincerely,
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cc: 96·45

RE: Self-Certification as a Rural Telephone Company

Dear Ms. Todd:

In its Tenth Report and Order in CC Docket No. 96-45, (released November 2, 1999),
the Commission settled several outstanding questions regarding the proper determination of a
carrier's rural status for purposes of receiving universal service funds. Among the issues the
Commission resolved were how to define a 'local exchange company' and how to define a
'community' as those terms are used in the Telecommunications Act of 1996.

47 U.S.c. 153(37) outlines the circumstances under which a loca! exchange carrier is
deemed to be a 'rural telephone company'. The Commission has directed that a carrier seeking
to be classified as a rural telephone company file a letter certifying itself to be rural. A carrier
seeking certification pursuant to 47 U.S.c. 153(37)(D) (i.e., carriers having less than 15 percent
of their access lines in communities of more than 50,000), must include in its certification letter
the following information: a list of all communities of more than 50,000 to which the carrier
provides service; the population of those communities; the number of access lines serving those
communities; and the total number of access lines the carrier serves.

In accordance with the language of the statute, and pursuant to the Commission's
findings regarding the definition of 'local exchange carrier' and 'community', United Telephone
Company - Southeast, Inc. ("Sprint") herein certifies that it is a rural telephone company in the
states of Tennessee and Virginia for purposes of 47 U.s.c. 153(37)(D).

According to 1990 Census data, Sprint serves one community in Tennessee - Johnson
City - with a population greater than 50,000. Based on 1995 estimates, Johnson City has a
population of approximately 53,241. Sprint serves approximately 41,332 access lines in Johnson
City. There are no communities in Sprint's Virginia territories with a population greater than
50.000.

The total number of access lines served by Sprint in its Tennessee and Virginia territories
is 374,878. When considering the access lines serving Johnson City, this equates to 11.03% of
Sprint's Tennessee and Virginia access lines being located in communities of more than 50,000.

It is on the basis of this information that Sprint certifies that it is, pursuant to 47 U.S.c.
153(37)(D), a rural telephone company in the state of Tennessee and Virginia.
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RE: Self-Certification as a Rural Telephone Company

Dear Ms. Todd:

In its Tenth Report and Order in CC Docket No. 96~45, (released November 2,
1999), the Commission settled several outstanding questions regarding the proper
determination of a carrier's rural status for purposes of receiving universal service funds.
Among the issues the Commission resolved were how to define a iocal exchange company'
and how to define a 'community' as those terms are used in the Telecommunications Act of
1996.

47 U.s.c. 153(37) outlines the circumstances under which a local exchange carrier is
deemed to be a 'rural telephone company'. The Commission has directed that a carrier
seeking to be classified as a rural telephone company file a letter certifying itself to be rural.
A carrier seeking certification pursuant to 47 U.s.c. 153(37)(D) (i.e., carriers having less than
15 percent of their access lines in communities of more than 50,000), must include in its
certification letter the following information: a list of all communities of more than 50,000 to
which the carrier provides service; the population of those communities; the number of
access lines serving those communities; and the total number of access lines the carrier
serves.

In accordance with the language of the statute, and pursuant to the Commission's
findings regarding the definition of 'local exchange carrier' and 'community', United
Telephone Company of Southeastern Kansas. ("Sprint") herein certifies that it is a rural
telephone company in the state of Kansas for purposes of 47 U.s.c. 153(37) (D).

According to 1990 Census data, Sprint serves no communities in Kansas with
populations greater than 50,000. It is on the basis of this information that Sprint certifies
that it is, pursuant to 47 U.s.c. 153(37)(D), a rural telephone company in the state of
Kansas.
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Ms. Sheryl Todd
Accounting Policy Division
Common Carrier Bureau
Federal Communications Commission
445 Twelfth Street, S.W.
Washington, D.C. 20554

cc: 96·45

RE: Self-Certification as a Rural Telephone Company

Dear Ms. Todd:

In its Tenth Report and Order in CC Docket No. 96-45, (released November 2,
1999), the Commission settled several outstanding questions regarding the proper
determination of a carrier's rural status for purposes of receiving universal service funds.
Among the issues the Commission resolved were how to define a 'local exchange company'
and how to define a 'community' as those terms are used in the Telecommunications Act of
1996.

47 USc. 153(37) outlines the circumstances under which a local exchange carrier is
deemed to be a 'rural telephone company'. The Commission has directed that a carrier
seeking to be classified as a rural telephone company file a letter certifying itself to be rural.
A carrier seeking certification pursuant to 47 USc. 153(37)(D) (i.e., carriers having less than
15 percent of their access lines in communities of more than 50,000), must include in its
certification letter the following information: a list of all communities of more than 50,000 to
which the carrier provides service; the population of those communities; the number of
access lines serving those communities; and the total number of access lines the carrier
serves.

In accordance with the language of the statute, and pursuant to the Commission's
findings regarding the definition of 'local exchange carrier' and 'community', United
Telephone Company of New Jersey, Inc.. ("Sprint") herein certifies that it is a rural
telephone company in the state of New Jersey for purposes of 47 USc. 153(37)(D).

According to 1990 Census data, Sprint serves no communities in New Jersey with
populations greater than 50,000. It is on the basis of this information that Sprint certifies
that it is, pursuant to 47 USc. 153(37)(D), a rural telephone company in the state of New
Jersey.
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RE: Self-Certification as a Rural Telephone Company

Dear Ms. Todd:

In its Tenth Report and Order in CC Docket No. 96-45, (released November 2,
1999), the Commission settled several outstanding questions regarding the proper
determination of a carrier's rural status for purposes of receiving universal service funds.
Among the issues the Commission resolved were how to define a 'local exchange company'
and how to define a 'community' as those terms are used in the Telecommunications Act of
1996.

47 U.S.c. 153(37) outlines the circumstances under which a local exchange carrier is
deemed to be a 'rural telephone company'. The Commission has directed that a carrier
seeking to be classified as a rural telephone company file a letter certifying itself to be rural.
A carrier seeking certification pursuant to 47 U.s.c. 153(37)(D) (i.e., carriers having less than
15 percent of their access lines in communities of more than 50,000), must include in its
certification letter the following information: a list of all communities of more than 50,000 to
which the carrier provides service; the population of those communities; the number of
access lines serving those communities; and the total number of access lines the carrier
serves.

In accordance with the language of the statute, and pursuant to the Commission's
findings regarding the definition of 'local exchange carrier' and 'community', United
Telephone Company of the Northwest ("Sprint") herein certifies that it is a rural telephone
company in the states of Washington and Oregon for purposes of 47 USc. 153(37)(D).

According to 1990 Census data, Sprint serves no communities in either Washington
or Oregon with populations greater than 50,000. It is on the basis of this information that
Sprint certifies that it is, pursuant to 47 U.S.c. 153(37)(D), a rural telephone company in the
states of Washington and Oregon.
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cc: 96·45

RE: Self-Certification as a Rural Telephone Company

Dear Ms. Todd:

In its Tenth Report and Order in CC Docket No. 96-45, (released November 2,
1999), the Commission settled several outstanding questions regarding the proper
determination of a carrier's rural status for purposes of receiving universal service funds.
Among the issues the Commission resolved were how to define a 'local exchange company'
and how to define a 'community' as those terms are used in the Telecommunications Act of
1996.

47 U.s.c. 153(37) outlines the circumstances under which a local exchange carrier is
deemed to be a 'rural telephone company'. The Commission has directed that a carrier
seeking to be classified as a rural telephone company ftle a letter certifying itself to be rural.
A carrier seeking certification pursuant to 47 USc. 153(37)(D) (i.e., carriers having less than
15 percent of their access lines in communities of more than 50,000), must include in its
certification letter the following information: a list of all communities of more than 50,000 to

which the carrier provides service; the population of those communities; the number of
access lines serving those communities; and the total number of access lines the carrier
serves.

In accordance with the language of the statute, and pursuant to the Commission's
findings regarding the definition of 'local exchange carrier' and 'community', United
Telephone Company of Southcentral Kansas. ("Sprint") herein certifies that it is a rural
telephone company in the state of Kansas for purposes of 47 USc. 153(37)(D).

According to 1990 Census data, Sprint serves no communities in Kansas with
populations greater than 50,000. It is on the basis of this information that Sprint certifies
that it is, pursuant to 47 USc. 153(37)(D), a rural telephone company in the state of
Kansas.

Sincerely,
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Ms. Sheryl Todd
Accounting Policy Division
Common Carrier Bureau
Federal Communications Commission
445 Twelfth Street, S.W.
Washington, D.C. 20554

RE: Self-Certification as a Rural Telephone Company

Dear Ms. Todd:

cc: 96-45

In its Tenth Report and Order in CC Docket No. 96-45, (released November 2, 1999),
the Commission senled several outstanding questions regarding the proper determination of a
carrier's rural status for purposes of receiving universal service funds. Among the issues the
Commission resolved were how to define a ~ocal exchange company' and how to define a
'community' as those terms are used in the Telecommunications Act of 1996.

47 U.S.c. 153(37) outlines the circumstances under which a local exchange carrier is
deemed to be a 'rural telephone company'. The Commission has directed that a carrier seeking
to be classified as a rural telephone company file a lener certifying itself to be rural. A carrier
seeking certification pursuant to 47 U.s.c. 153(37)(D) (i.e., carriers having less than 15 percent
of their access lines in communities of more than 50,000), must include in its certification lener
the following information: a list of all communities of more than 50,000 to which the carrier
provides service; the population of those communities; the number of access lines serving those
communities; and the total number of access lines the carrier serves.

In accordance with the language of the statute, and pursuant to the Commission's
findings regarding the definition of ~ocal exchange carrier' and 'community', Sprint-Florida, Inc.
("Sprint") herein certifies that it is a rural telephone company in the state of Florida for purposes
of 47 USc. 153(37)(D).

According to 1990 Census data, Sprint serves three communities in Florida with
populations greater than 50,000. Those communities are Cape Coral, Deltona, and Tallahassee.
Based on 1995 estimates, Cape Coral has a population of approximately 86,945. Sprint serves
approximately 65,809 in Cape Coral. Deltona's population is estimated to be 55,524; Sprint
serves 15,752 access lines within the city limits of Deltona. Finally, Tallahassee has a population
of 135,510 with 177,823 Sprint access lines in the area.

The total number of access lines served by Sprint in its Florida territories is 2,160,161.
When considering the access lines serving Cape Coral, Deltona, and Tallahassee, this equates to
12.01% of Sprint's Florida access lines being located in communities of more than 50,000.

It is on the basis of this information that Sprint certifies that it is, pursuant to 47 U.S.c.
153(37)(D), a rural telephone company in the state of Florida.
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RE: Self-Certification as a Rural Telephone Company

Dear Ms. Todd:

In its Tenth Report and Order in CC Docket No. 96-45, (released November 2,
1999), the Commission settled several outstanding questions regarding the proper
determination of a carrier's rural status for purposes of receiving universal service funds.
Among the issues the Commission resolved were how to define a 'local exchange company'
and how to define a 'community' as those tenns are used in the Telecommunications Act of
1996.

47 USc. 153(37) outlines the circumstances under which a local exchange carrier is
deemed to be a 'rural telephone company'. The Commission has directed that a carrier
seeking to be classified as a rural telephone company file a letter certifying itself to be rural.
A carrier seeking certification pursuant to 47 USc. 153(37)(D) (i.e., carriers having less than
15 percent of their access lines in communities of more than 50,000), must include in its
certification letter the following infonnation: a list of all communities of more than 50,000 to
which the carrier provides service; the population of those communities; the number of
access lines serving those communities; and the total number of access lines the carrier
serves.

In accordance with the language of the statute, and pursuant to the Commission's
findings regarding the definition of 'local exchange carrier' and 'community', United
Telephone Company of Indiana, Inc. ("Sprint") herein certifies that it is a rural telephone
company in the state of Indiana for purposes of 47 USc. 153(37)(D).

According to 1990 Census data, Sprint serves no communities in Indiana with
populations greater than 50,000. It is on the basis of this infonnation that Sprint certifies
that it is, pursuant to 47 U.s.c. 153(37)(D), a rural telephone company in the state of
Indiana.
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cc: 96m45

RE: Self-Certification as a Rural Telephone Company

Dear Ms. Todd:

In its Tenth Report and Order in CC Docket No. 96-45, (released November 2, 1999),
the Commission settled several outstanding questions regarding the proper determination of a
carrier's rural status for purposes of receiving universal service funds. Among the issues the
Commission resolved were how to define a 'local exchange company' and how to define a
'community' as those terms are used in the Telecommunications Act of 1996.

47 U.s.c. 153(37) outlines the circumstances under which a local exchange carrier is
deemed to be a 'rural telephone company'. The Commission has directed that a carrier seeking
to be classified as a rural telephone company file a letter certifying itself to be rural. A carrier
seeking certification pursuant to 47 U.S.c. 153(37)(D) (i.e., carriers having less than 15 percent
of their access lines in communities of more than 50,000), must include in its certification letter
the following information: a list of all communities of more than 50,000 to which the carrier
provides service; the population of those communities; the number of access lines serving those
communities; and the total number of access lines the carrier serves.

In accordance with the language of the statute, and pursuant to the Commission's
findings regarding the definition of 'local exchange carrier' and 'community', Central Telephone
Company of Texas ("Sprint") herein certifies that it is a rural telephone company in the state of
Texas for purposes of 47 U.s.c. 153(37)(D).

According to 1990 Census data, Sprint serves two communities in Texas with
populations greater than 50,000. Those communities are Killeen and Demon. Based on 1995
estimates, Killeen has a population of approximately 75,860. Sprim serves approximately 22,008
access lines in Killeen. Similarly, Demon's population is estimated to be 72,429; Sprint has four
access lines within the city limits of Demon.

The total number of access lines served by Sprint in its Texas territories is 228,672.
When considering the access lines serving Killeen and Denton, this equates to 9.63% of Sprint's
Texas access lines being located in communities of more than 50,000.

It is on the basis of this information that Sprint certifies that it is, pursuant to 47 USc.
153(37)(D), a rural telephone company in the state of Texas.
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cc: 96-45

RE: Self-Certification as a Rural Telephone Company

Dear Ms. Todd:

In its Tenth Report and Order in CC Docket No. 96-45, (released November 2,
1999), the Commission settled several outstanding questions regarding the proper
determination of a carrier's rural status for purposes of receiving universal service funds.
Among the issues the Commission resolved were how to define a 'local exchange company'
and how to define a 'community' as those terms are used in the Telecommunications Act of
1996.

47 USc. 153(37) outlines the circumstances under which a local exchange carrier is
deemed to be a 'rural telephone company'. The Commission has directed that a carrier
seeking to be classified as a rural telephone company ftle a letter certifying itself to be rural.
A carrier seeking certification pursuant to 47 U.S.c. 153(37)(D) (i.e., carriers having less than
15 percent of their access lines in communities of more than 50,000), must include in its
certification letter the following information: a list of all communities of more than 50,000 to
which the carrier provides service; the population of those communities; the number of
access lines serving those communities; and the total number of access lines the carrier
serves.

In accordance with the language of the statute, and pursuant to the Commission's
findings regarding the definition of 'local exchange carrier' and 'community', Central
Telephone Company (North Carolina Division) ("Sprint") herein certifies that it is a rural
telephone company in the state of North Carolina for purposes of 47 U.s.c. 153(37)(D).

According to 1990 Census data, Sprint serves no communities in North Carolina
with populations greater than 50,000. It is on the basis of this information that Sprint
certifies that it is, pursuant to 47 U.S.c. 153(37)(D), a rural telephone company in the state
of North Carolina.
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cc: 96-45

RE: Self-Certification as a Rural Telephone Company

Dear Ms. Todd:

In its Tenth Report and Order in CC Docket No. 96-45, (released November 2,
1999), the Commission settled several outstanding questions regarding the proper
determination of a carrier's rural status for purposes of receiving universal service funds.
Among the issues the Commission resolved were how to define a 'local exchange company'
and how to define a 'community' as those terms are used in the Telecommunications Act of
1996.

47 U.s.c. 153(37) outlines the circumstances under which a local exchange carrier is
deemed to be a 'rural telephone company'. The Commission has directed that a carrier
seeking to be classified as a rural telephone company file a letter certifying itself to be rural.
A carrier seeking certification pursuant to 47 U.s.c. 153(37)(D) (i.e., carriers having less than
15 percent of their access lines in communities of more than 50,000), must include in its
certification letter the following information: a list of all communities of more than 50,000 to

which the carrier provides service; the population of those communities; the number of
access lines serving those communities; and the total number of access lines the carner
serves.

In accordance with the language of the statute, and pursuant to the Commission's
findings regarding the definition of 'local exchange carrier' and 'community', Central
Telephone Company of Virginia. ("Sprint") herein certifies that it is a rural telephone
company in the state of Virginia for purposes of 47 U.s.c. 153(37)(D).

According to 1990 Census data, Sprint serves no communities in Virginia with
populations greater than 50,000. It is on the basis of this information that Sprint certifies
that it is, pursuant to 47 U.s.c. 153(37)(D), a rural telephone company in the state of
Virginia.

No. oi Copies rec'd 2..
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cc: 96·45

In its Tenth Report and Order in CC Docket No. 96-45, (released November 2, 1999),
the Commission settled several outstanding questions regarding the proper determination of a
carrier's rural status for purposes of receiving universal service funds. Among the issues the
Commission resolved were how to define a 'local exchange company' and how to define a
'community' as those terms are used in the Telecommunications Act of 1996.

47 U.S.c. 153(37) outlines the circumstances under which a local exchange carrier is
deemed to be a 'rural telephone company'. The Commission has directed that a carrier seeking
to be classified as a rural telephone company file a letter certifying itself to be rural. A carrier
seeking certification pursuant to 47 U.S.c. 153(37)(D) (i.e., carriers having less than 15 percent
of their access lines in communities of more than 50,000), must include in its certification letter
the following information: a list of all communities of more than 50,000 to which the carrier
provides service; the population of those communities; the number of access lines serving those
communities; and the total number of access lines the carrier serves.

In accordance with the language of the statute, and pursuant to the Commission's
findings regarding the definition of 'local exchange carrier' and 'community', Carolina Telephone
and Telegraph Company ("Sprint") herein certifies that it is a rural telephone company in the
state of North Carolina for purposes of 47 U.s.c. 153(37)(D).

According to 1990 Census data, Sprint serves three communities in North Carolina with
populations greater than 50,000. Those communities are Fayetteville, Greenville, and Rocky
Mount. Based on 1995 estimates, Fayetteville has a population of approximately 79,464. Sprint
serves approximately 63,473 access lines in Fayetteville. Similarly, Greenville's population is
estimated to be 53,637 with 36,147 access lines. Rocky Mount has an estimated population of
55,921; Sprint serves approximately 35,983 access lines in the city limits of Rocky Mount.

The total number of access lines served by Sprint in its North Carolina territories is
1,209,104. When considering the access lines serving Fayetteville and Greenville, this equates to
11.22% of Sprint's North Carolina access lines being located in communities of more than
50,000.

It is on the basis of this information that Sprint certifies that it is, pursuant to 47 U.s.c.
153(37)(D), a rural telephone company in the state of North Carolina.

No. oi Copies rac'd 2..
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Federal Communications Commission
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cc: 96..45

RE: Self-Certification as a Rural Telephone Company

Dear Ms. Todd:

In its Tenth Report and Order in CC Docket No. 96-45, (released November 2,
1999), the Commission settled several outstanding questions regarding the proper
determination of a carrier's rural status for purposes of receiving universal service funds.
Among the issues the Commission resolved were how to define a 'local exchange company'
and how to define a 'community' as those terms are used in the Telecommunications Act of
1996.

47 U.s.c. 153(37) outlines the circumstances under which a local exchange carrier is
deemed to be a 'rural telephone company'. The Commission has directed that a carrier
seeking to be classified as a rural telephone company file a letter certifying itself to be rural.
A carrier seeking certification pursuant to 47 USc. 153(37)(D) (i.e., carriers having less than
15 percent of their access lines in communities of more than 50,000), must include in its
certification letter the following information: a list of all communities of more than 50,000 to

which the carrier provides service; the population of those communities; the number of
access lines serving those communities; and the total number of access lines the carrier
serves.

In accordance with the language of the statute, and pursuant to the Commission's
findings regarding the definition of 10cal exchange carrier' and 'community', United
Telephone Company of the West. ("Sprint") herein certifies that it is a rural telephone
company in the states of Wyoming and Nebraska for purposes of 47 USc. 153(37)(D).

According to 1990 Census data, Sprint serves no communities in either Wyoming or
Nebraska with populations greater than 50,000. It is on the basis of this information that
Sprint certifies that it is, pursuant to 47 USc. 153(37)(D), a rural telephone company in the
states of Wyoming and Nebraska.

No. of COpies rec'd :2.
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RE: Self-Certification as a Rural Telephone Company

Dear Ms. Todd:

In its Tenth Report and Order in CC Docket No. 96-45, (released November 2,1999),
the Commission settled several outstanding questions regarding the proper determination of a
carrier's rural status for purposes of receiving universal service funds. Among the issues the
Commission resolved were how to define a 'local exchange company' and how to define a
'community' as those terms are used in the Telecommunications Act of 1996.

47 U.s.c. 153(37) outlines the circumstances under which a local exchange carrier is
deemed to be a 'rural telephone company'. The Commission has directed that a carrier seeking
to be classified as a rural telephone company file a letter certifying itself to be rural. A carrier
seeking certification pursuant to 47 U.s.c. 153(37)(D) (i.e., carriers having less than 15 percent
of their access lines in communities of more than 50,000), must include in its certification letter
the following information: a list of all communities of more than 50,000 to which the carrier
provides service; the population of those communities; the number of access lines serving those
communities; and the total number of access lines the carrier serves.

In accordance with the language of the statute, and pursuant to the Commission's
findings regarding the definition of 10cal exchange carrier' and 'community', United Telephone
Company of Ohio ("Sprint") herein certifies that it is a rural telephone company in the state of
Ohio for purposes of 47 U.s.c. 153(37)(D).

According to 1990 Census data, Sprint serves two communities in Ohio with
populations greater than 50,000. Those communities are Mansfield and Warren. Based on 1995
estimates, Mansfield has a population of approximately 51,034. Sprint serves approximately
36,011 in Mansfield. Similarly, Warren's population is estimated to be 48,840; Sprint serves
31,925 access lines within the city limits of Warren. (Since the population of Warren is so close
to the 50,000 threshold, Sprint believed it prudent to include Warren in its calculations here)

The total number of access lines served by Sprint in its Ohio territories is 640,515.
When considering the access lines serving Mansfield and Warren, this equates to 10.61% of
Sprint's Ohio access lines being located in communities of more than 50,000.

It is on the basis of this information that Sprint certifies that it is, pursuant to 47 U.s.c.
153(37)(D), a rural telephone company in the state of Ohio.

No. 0; Copies rec'd.~2=-.,.__
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RE: Self-Certification as a Rural Telephone Company

Dear Ms. Todd:

In its Tenth Report and Order in CC Docket No. 96-45, (released November 2, 1999),
the Commission settled several outstanding questions regarding the proper determination of a
carrier's rural status for purposes of receiving universal service funds. Among the issues the
Commission resolved were how to define a 'local exchange company' and how to define a
'community' as those terms are used in the Telecommunications Act of 1996.

47 ·U.s.c. 153(37) outlines the circumstances under which a local exchange carrier is
deemed to be a 'rural telephone company'. The Commission has directed that a carrier seeking
to be classified as a rural telephone company file a letter certifying itself to be rural. A carrier
seeking certification pursuant to 47 U.s.c. 153(37)(D) (i.e., carriers having less than 15 percent
of their access lines in communities of more than 50,000), must include in its certification letter
the following information: a list of all communities of more than 50,000 to which the carrier
provides service; the population of those communities; the number of access lines serving those
communities; and the total number of access lines the carrier serves.

In accordance with the language of the statute, and pursuant to the Commission's
findings regarding the definition of iocal exchange carrier' and 'community', Sprint Missouri,
Inc. ("Sprint") herein certifies that it is a rural telephone company in the state of Missouri for
purposes of 47 U.s.c. 153(37)(D).

According to 1990 Census data, Sprint serves two communities in Missouri with
populations greater than 50,000. Those communities are Independence and Kansas City. Based
on 1995 estimates, Independence has a population of approximately 110,900. Sprint serves
approximately 1,764 in Independence. Similarly, Kansas City's population is estimated to be
340,330; Sprint serves 5,719 access lines within the city limits of Kansas City.

The total number of access lines served by Sprint in its Missouri territories is 269,408.
When considering the access lines serving Independence and Kansas City, this equates to 2.78%
of Sprint's Missouri access lines being located in communities of more than 50,000.

It is on the basis of this information that Sprint certifies that it is, pursuant to 47 U.S.c.
153(37)(D), a rural telephone company in the state of Missouri.

No. oi Copies rec'd :2
Ust ABC 0 E --...r:::==---__
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Ms. Sheryl Todd
Accounting Policy Division
Common Carrier Bureau
Federal Communications Commission
445 Twelfth Street, S.W.
Washington, D.C. 20554

cc: 96 s 45

RE: Self-Certification as a Rural Telephone Company

Dear Ms. Todd:

In its Tenth Report and Order in CC Docket No. 96-45, (released November 2,
1999), the Commission senled several outstanding questions regarding the proper
determination of a carrier's rural status for purposes of receiving universal service funds.
Among the issues the Commission resolved were how to define a 'local exchange company'
and how to define a 'community' as those terms are used in the Telecommunications Act of
1996.

47 U.s.c. 153(37) outlines the circumstances under which a local exchange carrier is
deemed to be a 'rural telephone company'. The Commission has directed that a carrier
seeking to be classified as a rural telephone company file a lener certifying itself to be rural.
A carrier seeking certification pursuant to 47 U.s.c. 153(37)(D) (i.e., carriers having less than
15 percent of their access lines in communities of more than 50,000), must include in its
certification lener the following information: a list of all communities of more than 50,000 to
which the carrier provides service; the population of those communities; the number of
access lines serving those communities; and the total number of access lines the carrier
serves.

In accordance with the language of the statute, and pursuant to the Commission's
findings regarding the definition of 'local exchange carrier' and 'community', United
Telephone Company of the Carolinas. ("Sprint") herein certifies that it is a rural telephone
company in the state of South Carolina for purposes of 47 U.s.c. 153(37)(D).

According to 1990 Census data, Sprint serves no communities in South Carolina
with populations greater than 50,000. It is on the basis of this information that Sprint
certifies that it is, pursuant to 47 U.s.c. 153(37)(D), a rural telephone company in the state
of South Carolina.

No. ot Copies rec'd 2
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Self-Certification as a Rural Telephone CompanyRE:

Ms. Sheryl Todd
Accounting Policy Division
Common Carrier Bureau
Federal Communications Commission
445 Twelfth Street, S.W.
Washington, D.C. 20554

Dear Ms. Todd:

In its Tenth Report and Order in CC Docket No. 96-45, (released November 2, 1999),
the Commission settled several outstanding questions regarding the proper determination of a
carrier's rural status for purposes of receiving universal service funds. Among the issues the
Commission resolved were how to define a 'local exchange company' and how to define a
'community' as those terms are used in the Telecommunications Act of 1996.

47 U.S.c. 153(37) outlines the circumstances under which a local exchange carrier is
deemed to be a 'rural telephone company'. The Commission has directed that a carrier seeking
to be classified as a rural telephone company file a letter certifying itself to be rural. A carrier
seeking certification pursuant to 47 U.s.c. 153(37)(D) (i.e., carriers having less than 15 percent
of their access lines in communities of more than 50,000), must include in its certification letter
the following information: a list of all communities of more than 50,000 to which the carrier
provides service; the population of those communities; the number of access lines serving those
communities; and the total number of access lines the carrier serves.

In accordance with the language of the statute, and pursuant to the Commission's
findings regarding the definition of 'local exchange carrier' and 'community', Sprint Minnesota,
Inc. ("Sprint") herein certifies that it is a rural telephone company in the state of Minnesota for
purposes of 47 U.S.c. 153(37)(D).

According to 1990 Census data, Sprint serves one community - Brooklyn Park - in
Minnesota with a population greater than 50,000. Based on 1995 estimates, Brooklyn Park has a
population of approximately 60,478. Sprint serves approximately 13,071 access lines in the city
limits of Brooklyn Park.

The total number of access lines served by Sprint in its Minnesota territories is 164,568.
When considering the access lines serving Brooklyn Park, this equates to 7.94% of Sprint's
Minnesota access lines being located in communities of more than 50,000.

It is on the basis of this information that Sprint certifies that it is, pursuant to 47 U.S.c.
153(37)(D), a rural telephone company in the state of Minnesota.

No. of Copies rec'd :2
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RE: Self-Certification as a Rural Telephone Company

Dear Ms. Todd:

In its Tenth Report and Order in CC Docket No. 96-45, (released November 2,
1999), the Commission settled several outstanding questions regarding the proper
determination of a carrier's rural status for purposes of receiving universal service funds.
Among the issues the Commission resolved were how to define a 'local exchange company'
and how to define a 'community' as those terms are used in the Telecommunications Act of
1996.

47 U.s.c. 153(37) outlines the circumstances under which a local exchange carrier is
deemed to be a 'rural telephone company'. The Commission has directed that a carrier
seeking to be classified as a rural telephone company file a letter certifying itself to be rural.
A carrier seeking certification pursuant to 47 USc. 153(37)(D) (i.e., carriers having less than
15 percent of their access lines in communities of more than 50,000), must include in its
certification letter the following information: a list of all communities of more than 50,000 to
which the carrier provides service; the population of those communities; the number of
access lines serving those communities; and the total number of access lines the carrier
serves.

In accordance with the language of the statute, and pursuant to the Commission's
findings regarding the definition of 'local exchange carrier' and 'community', United
Telephone Company of Eastern Kansas. ("Sprint") herein certifies that it is a rural telephone
company in the state of Kansas for purposes of 47 USc. 153(37)(D).

According to 1990 Census data, Sprint serves no communities in Kansas with
populations greater than 50,000. It is on the basis of this information that Sprint certifies
that it is, pursuant to 47 USc. 153(37)(D), a rural telephone company in the state of
Kansas.

Sincerely,

No. or Copies rec'd 2.
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